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Grand Master’s Message  

Fraternal greetings one and all.     

I hope you are all well. We pray for those who need our prayers.

Here in Melbourne, we managed to get out of lockdown after 80% of the population
got the second vaccine. We are not out of danger yet but we can socialize with
friends. So God willing we should have a fundraising gathering around late
February next year.

We pray to our Almighty Father that the whole world will be Covid free in the not too distant future so 
we can go on with our normal lives.

The work in the Confraternity slowed down with the pandemic but behind the scenes everything was 
running normal. I made sure to stay in touch with you as much as possible.

People from all over the world visit our website. Even though we don’t have chapters in some 
countries, our website attracts visitors from Montenegro, Serbia, South Korea, Malaysia, India, 
Singapore, U.K. and the U.S.A. to mention a few.

Many visitors who visit our website, are searching in the pages of About and Decorations because 
that’s what they are interested in.    Our life is not about titles, medals, certificates, etc. it’s about 
helping the poor and the sick.  Keep up the good work with our mission to help others in need.

In the month of November, we remember our departed members of the Confraternity.

Eternal rest, grant unto him O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace.

Amen.



A day in the life of a missionary
         
Gozitan born Bishop Giovanni Cefai in the Diocese of Huancané in Peru providing food and care to his
congregation.

 
PASSING OF A KNIGHT
It is with great sadness to announce the passing of Chevalier Shalimo
Nikolay Petrovich Knight Commander of Grace for the Chapter of Belarus.
He was a wonderful man, an officer and a lawyer.
Chevalier Shalimo Nikolay Petrovich joined the Confraternity of the Knights
of St. Peter & St. Paul in 2016.
Condolences to the Chapter of Belarus and his family.
May he rest in peace.

The Grand Master and the Supreme Council.



HOLY RELICS OF ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL 
April, 2016.
Melbourne. Australia.

A historical day and blessings from God for the Confraternity of the Knights of St. Peter & St. Paul to 
receive the centuries old relics of St. Peter and St. Paul.  The presentation of the Holy Relics of St. 
Peter and St. Paul took place this morning at the Parish Church of St. Peter Chanel in Deer Park, 
Melbourne.

Many knight and dames took part in the celebration of the Mass. The church was full of worshipers for 
the occasion.

After the Holy Communion Fr. Manuel Sunaz Parish Priest of Deer Park was invested Knight of 
Honour and Chaplain of the Confraternity in Melbourne.
After the blessing everyone was invited to kiss the Holy Relics of St. Peter and St. Paul.

The Holy relics of St. Peter & St. Paul were obtained through the kindness of the good Franciscan 
Nuns, the Poor Clares of St Francis. The Grand Chapter of the Philippines and the Grand Prior 
Chevalier Ramon Moreno have been helping them rebuild and repair their old monastery and in 
gratitude they obtained the Holy Relics through their Monastery in France.

God has his ways, for the hundreds of years old relics to be given as a gift to the Seat of the 
Confraternity in Melbourne.
Our gratitude to Grand Prior Chevalier Ramon Moreno for this gift.

Chevalier and Chaplain Fr. Manuel Sunaz said afterwards:
I am happy to be your chaplain and knight in the Confraternity. Please guard well the relics of St. Peter 
& St. Paul as it carries with it a great history and traditions through the hands of many holy men and 
women.

May its presence in the Confraternity wake up the zeal in each one
of the members.
May the Risen Lord bless you all. 
Rev. Fr. Manuel Sunaz. CMF.



 
 
                                         



Group photo with Fr. 
Manuel Sunaz Parish 
Priest of St. Peter 
Chanel in Deer Park, 
Melbourne and 
Chaplain of the 
Confraternity.

Chapter of Malawi
Steven gets Baptised after 21 Years of waiting

By Chevalier Rev. Joseph Sikwese - Prior

Saturday, 9th October 2021, remains an important historical day for Steven Mwakyusa. It was
the day he was 88 years old and baptised, after waiting for 21 years. He was baptised together
with his daughter Esnart.

Since the year 2000, Steven has been longing to be baptized in the Catholic Church, but he
could not be baptised because he was unable to finish the catechumenate programme. He
dedicated his time to taking care of his disabled daughter who had been abused by unknown

men.  There was nobody to take care of his daughter as his wife, Tomaida, died many years ago. His other 3
children are married and relocated to other villages.

Every time he went away, unknown men came to abuse the powerless Esnart, who ended up having 3 children
from unknown men. When we listened to the story of Steven and Esnart, the parish made arrangements with
catechist to be visiting them at  their  home once a week for three months to prepare them for Baptism and
Confirmation.

They were baptised and confirmed during the beautiful Eucharistic celebration which took place at their home in
St. Michael’s Small Christian Community in St Martin de Porres Parish. The local chapter of the Confraternity
of the Knights of St. Peter & St. Paul donated a wheelchair to Esnart and some food items. Because Steven has
become old and is getting frail, the family depend on people of goodwill for food. Their house is also in very bad
shape.



Choir singing during Mass, 
behind is Steven's house.

                                                      

Fr. Joseph donated a wheelchair
to Esnart and her father Steven 

Mwakyusa on behalf of the 
Confraternity of the Knights of 
St. Peter & St. Paul.

                                                   

Confreres one and all, we need to support the mission of Chevalier Fr. Joseph Sikwese in Malawi.

You can request his email through the Grand Master



Grand Chapter of Germany

By Chevalier Peter M Neuen

Grand Prior.

I hope that you and your family are healthy and well.

Here in Germany the coronavirus rate increases almost daily and in our 
area there is again an incidence of about 160!

Considerable restrictions in public life can therefore be expected again in
the coming weeks, and I hope that it will not be so hard as spring of last 
year.

We are therefore glad that we were able to attend an investiture in 
Lengerich on the first weekend in October, which was organized by 

Prof. Lothar Gellert, Germany’s representative of the Takovo Order of Prince Pedrag Obrenovic of 
Serbia, a dynastic house Order.

Last year we were able to supply a hospital that was particularly suffering from the pandemic with 
protective masks and I was awarded the Alexander Cross for Mercy of the Takovo Order by Prince 
Obrenovic, which Prof. Lothar solemnly presented to me because it was not possible for me to join the 
investiture in Serbia due to the pandemic.

On this occasion Gabriele also made a small donation for an organization that supports children with a 
migration background in schools.

I wish all the Conseurs and Confreres of our Confraternity that they are spared the effects of the 
pandemic.

Sealing with the precious blood
By Fr. Steffen Kolb
Germany

Lord Jesus Christ, seal me with Your precious blood and through Your precious 
blood.
Deliver me from all evil, seal me against evil and protect me from all evil.
With all my heart I repent my sins. I ask you to ban from me all that is the cause 
of evil, also tear apart all the chains that still captivate me and cleanse me inside 
and out with your precious blood.
Lord Jesus Christ, seal with Your precious blood my spirit, soul, heart, mind, 
body, yes all my being.
Seal with Your precious blood my family, each and every one of us. Protect us 
from the machinations of the evil enemy, from those of his helpers, and even 
from all those who can cause us harm.

Seal with Your Precious Blood all our ventures of today and all the people we are dealing with or will 
meet today.
Seal with Your Precious Blood also our siblings and their families, our relatives and friends, our 
enemies and everyone who is especially close to us, everyone we think of, all of whom we talk about, 



including all of whom we promised our prayer, especially those who have strayed from the right path; 
seal with your precious blood dearly our sick and suffering.
With Your Precious Blood, seal our homes inside and outside, every room and all things within, 
including all our pets, as well as all our roommates and all who will enter or visit our homes today, 
including our neighbors.
Seal with Your precious blood our confessors and priests, that they may be soulful by Your spirit - 
convey to us the true spirit, which makes us know the unadulterated values of life.
Seal with your precious blood the religious people and all other consecrated to you;
Seal with Your precious blood all our material and spiritual goods, as well as the surroundings of our 
homes. Amen
—————————
℣ The Lord be with you.
℟ And with your spirit.
℣ Bless you the Almighty God the Father + and the Son + and the Holy + Spirit.
℟ Amen.

Saint Peter and Saint Paul Archipelago

Brazilian Navy scientific station and lighthouse of the Saint 
Peter and Saint Paul Archipelago   

                                                                                                   
The Saint Peter and Saint Paul Archipelago (Portuguese: 
Arquipélago de São Pedro e São Paulo [ɐʁkiˈpɛlɐgu dʒi sɐ̃w 
ˈpedɾw‿i sɐw̃ ˈpawlu]) is a group of 15 small islets and 
rocks in the central equatorial Atlantic Ocean. It lies in the 
Intertropical Convergence Zone, a region of the Atlantic 
characterized by low average winds punctuated with local 
thunderstorms. It lies approximately 510 nmi (940 km; 590 
mi) from the nearest point of mainland South America (the 

northeastern Brazilian coastal town of Touros).  Administratively, the archipelago belongs to Brazil and
is part of the special "state district" (Portuguese: distrito estadual) of Fernando de Noronha, in the state 
of Pernambuco, in spite of the very large distance between the two island groups and the even larger 
distance to the state mainland.



In 1986, the archipelago was designated an environmentally protected area. This is now part of the 
Fernando de Noronha Environmental Protection Area. Since 1998, the Brazilian Navy has maintained a
permanently manned research facility on the islands. The main economic activity around the islets is 
tuna fishing.

On April 20, 1511, a Portuguese Navy fleet composed of six 
caravels under the command of Captain Garcia de 
Noronha discovered the islets by accident while on their 
journey to India. While navigating in the open sea late at night,
the Saint Peter caravel, under the command of Captain 
Manuel de Castro Alcoforado, crashed against the islets. The 
crew was rescued by the Saint Paul caravel, forming the name 
given to the islets.[4]
On the morning of February 16, 1832, the rocks were visited 
by Charles Darwin on the first leg of his voyage on 
HMS Beagle around the world. Darwin listed all the fauna he 
could find, noting that not a single plant or even a lichen could
be found on the island. Darwin found two birds, a booby and 
a noddy, a large crab that stole the fish intended for chicks, a 
fly that lived on the booby and a parasitic tick. He found a 
moth that lived on feathers, a beetle, a woodlouse that lived on
dung, and numerous spiders that he thought lived on 
scavengers of the waterfowl. Darwin felt that these rocks 
represented how life first took hold on a newly formed 
outcrop.[7] Darwin was correct in noting that, unusually, these
small islands were not volcanic, but were instead formed by a 
geologic uplift.[4] Darwin's account formed the basis of a 
fictionalized episode in Patrick O'Brian's historical novel HMS

Surprise, when the naturalist Stephen Maturin is briefly marooned and survives by drinking fouled 
rainwater and the blood of boobies.[8]

The rocks, then called "St. Paul's Rocks", were visited by James Clark Ross on 29 November 1839. He 
was in charge of an expedition to the Antarctic regions with two 
vessels, HMS Erebus and HMS Terror. Robert McCormick gave some geological and biological 
remarks on St. Paul's Rocks in the report on the expedition.[9]

Another famous person to visit the rocks was Ernest Shackleton, on his last 
expedition to Antarctica (1921–1922).[4]

In 1942, during World War II, the islets were declared to be part of the Federal Territory of Fernando de

Noronha (which also included the Rocas Atoll).

In early 1960, the rocks served as the starting-point and terminus for the first submerged 
circumnavigation of the world by the American nuclear-powered submarine USS Triton.[10]

Scientific station[edit]

On June 25, 1998, the Brazilian Navy inaugurated the Saint Peter and Saint Paul Archipelago Scientific
Station (Portuguese: Estação Científica do Arquipélago de São Pedro e São Paulo; ECASPSP). The 
station is manned with four researchers, who are rotated in and out every 15 days.[11] By maintaining 



permanent occupation of the archipelago, the Brazilian Navy extends Brazil's Exclusive Economic 
Zone, territorial waters and airspace into the North Atlantic Ocean.[12]

Map of the Saint Peter and Saint Paul
Archipelago

On June 5–6, 2006, an earthquake with a
magnitude of above six on the Richter
magnitude scale rocked the archipelago. The
strong tidal surge following the earthquake
caused the battery compartment to crash
against the station's outer wall, allowing sea
water to flood the station. The four researchers
who were on the archipelago took shelter in
the lighthouse, while maintaining constant
contact with the Brazilian Navy. A fishing
vessel located nearby rescued the researchers,
who were then transferred to a Brazilian
Navy patrol boat. The incident caused
considerable damage to the station and
equipment.[13] The station was repaired on
September 9–11, 2006, and became
operational shortly after.[14]

In 2007, the Brazilian Navy started to build a
new scientific station on the archipelago. Construction began on July 24, 2007, and was completed on 
June 25, 2008. The new station was built with seismic isolation, and is considerably larger and better 
equipped than the previous one. The station is composed of a main building – equipped with reverse 
osmosis salt water desalination system, photovoltaics system and satellite communications system; 
deposits and a mooring dock.

The Brazilian Navy also maintains a lighthouse on the archipelago, (ARLHS: SPP-001), built in 1995 
to replace a previous one from 1930.    

 Geography

The Saint Peter and Saint Paul Rocks are situated in the Atlantic Ocean, 100 km (62 mi) north of 
the Equator and are the only group of Brazilian oceanic islets in the Northern Hemisphere. The nearest 
point in the Brazilian coast, is Cabo do Calcanhar, Rio Grande do Norte, approximately 1,010 
kilometres (630 mi) from the archipelago. The total emerged area is about 4.2 acres (1.7 ha) and the 
maximum land elevation is 18 m (59 ft), on Nordeste Island. The archipelago is composed of several 
rocks, five small rocky islets and four larger islets:

• Belmonte Islet: 5,380 square metres (1.33 acres)

•       Challenger Islet (also known as São Paulo): 3,000 square metres (0.74 acres)



•       Nordeste Islet (also known as São Pedro): 1,440 square metres (0.36 acres)

•      Cabral Islet: 1,170 square metres (0.29 acres)

•      South Islet: 943 square metres (0.233 acres).

Their base is over 3,650 metres (11,980 ft) below sea level.[4]

None of the islets has a permanent fresh water supply available.[4]

              

Biology

Only the largest of the islets, Belmonte, is vegetated with mosses and grasses. The other rocks are 
mostly barren, except for some sea algae and fungi that can tolerate the salt spray. The rocks are 
inhabited by seabirds, including the brown booby (Sula leucogaster), brown noddy (Anous stolidus), 
and black noddy (Anous minutus), as well as crabs (Grapsus grapsus), insects and spiders.

The islands are home to over 100 reef fishes, about 10% of which being found nowhere else in the 
world, including the extremely colorful Tosanoides aphrodite.

Our Lady Queen of Palestine.
By Chevalier Francis Haggerty

Cyprus

Today is the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of
Palestine.  This title was first given by The Latin Patriarch Luigi
Barlassina back in July 1920 and was recognised  by the Sacred
Congregation of Rites, in 1933. Today it might be better called
“Our Lady Queen of the Holy Land.”
In 1983, Pope John Paul II, whilst addressing OESSH Knights in
the Lieutenancy of Northern and Central Italy, asked them to
Witness Christ in their everyday life and to work for the Order in
the Holy Land under the patronship of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Ten years later the Grand Master of the Order, Cardinal Giuseppe
Caprio asked that the Pope to declare the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Queen of Palestine, as Patroness of the Order of OESSH. The holy
Father granted this request on 21 Jan 1994.
On 9 Oct 2021 Pope Francis officially inaugurated the diocesan
phase of the synod for all Dioceses around the world. Today, 30
Oct 2021, marks the beginning of the Synod in the Holy Land.
Here in Cyprus a special Mass was celebrated by The Apostolic
Nuncio, Archbishop Tito Yilana, in the Maronite Cathedral of “Our
Lady of Graces” in Nicosia. Cyprus being part of the “Diocese of
Jerusalem and the Holy Land.”



The Synod was convoked to invite the whole church to question itself on Doctrine, Administration and 
Application.

The prayer for the Synod is:
We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
As we gather together in Your Name. 
With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts:
Teach us the way we must go
And how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful;
do not let ignorance lead us
down the wrong path
nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey
Together to eternal life
And not stray from the truth and what is right.
All this we ask of  You,
who are at work in every place and time,
In the communion of the Father and of the Son.
Forever and ever.
Amen.

 

 

Profile



In the next issue of the newsletter we have a profile on Dame Domenica Sabatini Grand Cross – 
Treasurer of the Supreme Council.

   Dame Domenica Sabatini Grand Cross – Treasurer of the
   Supreme Council.

This is all I have for you this month. I hope that you enjoy reading the newsletter. Thank you to those 
who contributed to the newsletter.

God bless you in St. Peter and Paul.

With every good wish.

  

Chevalier Peter Paul Portelli
Grand Master
CKSPP
Melbourne. Austra;ia.


	Scientific station[edit]

