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In Nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus Sancti, Amen.
 

Grand Master’s Message

Fraternal greetings one and all.

I trust you are all well.   
How much at heart is the Confraternity? What are we doing to make the
Confraternity grow? Is knighthood a dying institution? What is the purpose of
knighthood? These are some of the questions we can ask ourselves.

The primary purpose of a Knight and Dame is to serve God and His people. We can serve God and His 
people by helping Catholic missions in poorer countries.

St. Peter and St. Paul were the first missionaries of Christ, they travelled far and wide to preach the 
word of God and to build his Church. Since the first missionaries, the apostles and the disciples of 
Christ, there were many courageous  priests that left the comfort of their own home and travelled the 
unknown world to preach the gospel. These missionaries had to adapt to a new life, facing the 
difficulties to communicate with the natives.  Many missionaries were even killed by the natives. 

St. Francis Xavier is the greatest Roman Catholic  missionary of modern times who was instrumental in
the establishment of Christianity in India, the Malay Archipelago: Malaysia, Java, New Guinea and Japan. 
He is the patron saint of Roman Catholic missions. 
Today life as a missionary is not as difficult as it used to be centuries ago but missionary priests still 
need our help to combat poverty and preach the word of the Lord. [ Read the full story of St. Francis 
Xavier in this newsletter ] 
We can be knights of Christ if we help the poor and the sick in the mission world.
Chevalier Peter Paul Portelli

https://www.britannica.com/place/India


    
 
    

       

       

 



EASTER MESSAGE
By Chevalier Fr. Frank Buhagiar  (Pastor Emeritus )

Chaplain of The Confraternity of St Peter and Paul Melbourne Victoria.       

Dear Confreres and Friends of the Confraternity of the Knights of St. Peter and
St. Paul:   

Easter Greetings on this Joyous Feats of the Lord’s Resurrection. 
                                  
Jesus has overcome death , not only for himself , but for All of Us too. The joy of Easter fills all the 
earth. Every year on Easter Sunday tens of thousands of Pilgrims gather in St. Peter’s Square in Roma 
for the Pope’s Easter Blessing “ Urbi et Orbi “ ( to the city of Roma and the World ).  I was privileged 
enough to be present in Roma during Easter 2012.  It is a wonderful occasion as the successor of Peter 
proclaims the Great Easter Message :” Christ is Risen , Alleluia .” Our Pope Francis will be doing on 

Sunday, May 17,th what Peter did on the First Easter : He is confirming the FAITH of his Brothers and 
Sisters . And there can be no doubt but, it does confirm the Faith of those fortunate enough to be 
present.
St. Peter was doing what the Lord Jesus had asked of him during the Last Supper when he said “ Simon
the evil one will sift you like
Wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your Faith  may not fail, and once you have recovered , you in 
your turn  must straighten your brothers and sisters “ [ Lk:21:31-32)
Dear Friends this quote from Scripture  reminds me of the inspirational speeches of Pope  Francis had

 shared during  his Pilgrimage to Malta/Gozo  on 2nd/3rd April 2022. Like the Apostle Peter;
 he(Francis)  encouraged everyone to welcome, support and accompany  those who are  in need , 
spiritual/mental/
Physical sickness /material poverty /refugees  and others who live in isolation.
You and I  are called to confirm in the Easter Faith our brothers and sisters  with our compass and  love.
 
May the Risen Lord fill your hearts with joy, peace and love of neighbor.
Happy and Bless Easter 2022’



Meeting in Malta in June 2023

God willing, if there is no pandemic and war in Europe, my wife Dame Mary Portelli and I are 
intending to visit Malta again in June next year.  I hope to meet with many Members of the 
Confraternity in Malta to make it a historic event, like the one in June 2017.
If you are planning a trip, make it to Malta in June 2023.

Grand Chapter of Malta
“ Dar l-Imnarja “ 13 December Street, 
Nadur. NDR 1117 
Gozo. Malta

22 March, 2022



Donation to the people of Ukraine              
The Grand Chapter of Malta collected 625 Euros for the Ukrainian Appeal by the Gozo Curia.
Well done to the Members and to the people who donated such an amount.
Thanks to our Members who donated to the same cause in other places.

  

  

 The Committee of the Grand Chapter of Malta                                                                                          



G R A N D  C H A P T E R  O F  C A N A D A  
M A R C H  2 0 2 2  R E P O R T

Dear Grand Master,
I am pleased send our greetings to our brothers and sisters around the world. 
As we come out of a typical cold Canadian winter, I am reminded of the 
important season that we are entering. With Easter on the horizon we prepare 
for the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection. It is a time to not only reflect on 
what it means but what it has meant for all of us since he ascended. 

At present we are planning a long overdue investiture on Saturday June 25, 
2022, where we will once again grow our Chapters by increasing members. As 
we get closer, we will provide more details on location. Our members are 
considering perspective candidates and in early May, their names and 

information will be forwarded to the Grand Master for approval. 

Our members continue to support a number of charities including the St. Vincent de Paul Society, St. 
Mary’s Kitchen, Muscular Dystrophy of Canada and the local food bank.  We are seeing an increase in 
food insecurity in our local area and hope that we can carry on the efforts of our late Brother Cav. 
Frank Monteiro to reduce this growing problem.

This is all for now. God’s peace be with you all.

Grand Chapter of Germany
By HE Chevalier Peter Michael Neuen
Deputy Grand Master

Your Excellency,
On the first weekend of March, Dame Gabriele and I attended the 
Investiture of the Knights of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem Priory Germany in 
Munich.

We attended a vigil and other services at the beautiful
St. Paul's Church. It was a dignified and impressive
event attended by several Chivalrous Confraternities.
Here we had the honour and pleasure to meet His

Beatitude the Patriarch Emeritus Gregorius III Laham and we were able to have
very interesting conversations with him.

And we prayed together several times for an early peace in Ukraine. It was here
that the Patriarch read out a resolution drafted to the UN entitled "Bury the War."



We also had further contacts with other Confraternities and organisations. We will continue to develop 
these contacts and look forward to further invitations.

Best wishes to all members of our Confraternity, may our Lord bless you all in these difficult times!

The missionary life of St. Francis Xavier

St. Francis Xavier, Spanish San Francisco 
Javier or Xavier, (born April 7, 1506, Xavier (Javier)
Castle, near Sangüesa, Navarre [Spain]—died 
December 3, 1552, Sancian [now Shangchuan] 
Island, China; canonized March 12, 1622; feast day 
December 3), the greatest Roman 
Catholic missionary of modern times who was 
instrumental in the establishment 
of Christianity in India, the Malay Archipelago, 
and Japan. In Paris in 1534 he pronounced vows as 
one of the first seven members of the Society of 
Jesus, or Jesuits, under the leadership of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola.

Painting of St. Francis Xavier by Lazzru Pisani in the Basilica of St. Peter and St. Paul in Nadur. Gozo. Malta.

Early life and education

Francis was born in Navarre (now in northern Spain), at the family castle of Xavier, where Basque was 
the native language. He was the third son of the president of the
council of the king of Navarre, most of whose kingdom was
soon to fall to the crown of Castile (1512). Francis grew up at
Xavier and received his early education there. As was often the
case with younger sons of the nobility, he was destined for an  
ecclesiastical  career, and in 1525 he journeyed to

the University of Paris, the theological centre of Europe, to
begin his studies.

                                                The castle of the Xavier family was later acquired by the Society of Jesus

In 1529 Ignatius of Loyola, another Basque student, was assigned to room with Francis. A former 
soldier 15 years Francis’s senior, he had undergone a profound religious conversion and was then 
gathering about himself a group of men who shared his ideals. Gradually, Ignatius won over the 
initially recalcitrant Francis, and Francis was among the band of seven who, in a chapel on Montmartre

in Paris, on August 15, 1534, vowed lives of poverty and celibacy in imitation of Christ and solemnly 
promised to undertake a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and subsequently to devote themselves to 
the salvation of believers and unbelievers alike. Francis then performed the Spiritual Exercises, a series
of meditations lasting about 30 days and devised by Ignatius in light of his own experience of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castle_of_Xavier


conversion to guide the individual toward greater generosity in the service of God and humankind. 
They implanted in Francis the motivation that carried him for the rest of his life and prepared the way 
for his recurrent mystical experiences.

Mission to India

After all the members of the band had completed their studies, they reassembled in Venice, where 
Francis was ordained priest on June 24, 1537. Having for more than a year sought passage to the Holy 

Land in vain, the seven, along with fresh recruits, went to Rome to put themselves at the disposal of 
the pope. Meanwhile, as a result of their preaching and care of the sick throughout central Italy, they 
had become so popular that many Catholic princes sought their services. One of these was King John 
III of Portugal, who desired diligent priests to minister to the Christians and to evangelize the peoples 
in his new Asian dominions. When illness prevented one of the two originally chosen for the task from 
departing, Ignatius designated Francis as his substitute. The next day, March 15, 1540, Francis left 

Rome for the Indies, travelling first to Lisbon. In the following fall, Pope Paul III formally recognized 
the followers of Ignatius as a religious order, the Society of Jesus.

Francis disembarked in Goa, the centre of Portuguese activity in the East, on May 6, 1542; his 
companion had remained behind to work in Lisbon. Much of the next three years he spent on the 
southeastern coast of India among the simple, poor pearl fishers, the Paravas. About 20,000 of them 
had accepted baptism seven years before, chiefly to secure Portuguese support against their enemies; 
since then, however, they had been neglected. Using a small catechism he had translated into the 
native Tamil with the help of interpreters, Francis travelled tirelessly from village to village instructing 
and confirming them in their faith. His evident goodness and the force of his conviction overcame 

difficulties of verbal communication. Shortly afterward the Macuans on the southwestern coast 
indicated their desire for baptism, and after brief instructions he baptized 10,000 of them in the last 
months of 1544. He anticipated that the schools he planned and Portuguese pressure would keep them 
constant in the faith.

In the fall of 1545, news of opportunities for Christianity attracted him to the Malay Archipelago. 
Following several months of evangelization among the mixed population of the Portuguese commercial
centre at Malacca (now Melaka, Malaysia), he moved on to found missions among the Malays and 
the headhunters in the Spice Islands (Moluccas). In 1548 he returned to India, where more Jesuits had 
since arrived to join him. In Goa the College of Holy Faith, founded several years previously, was 
turned over to the Jesuits, and Francis began to develop it into a centre for the education of native 
priests and catechists for the diocese of Goa, which stretched from the Cape of Good Hope, at the 
southern tip of Africa, to China.

Years in Japan

Francis’s eyes, however, were now fixed on a land reached only five years before by Europeans: Japan.
His conversations in Malacca with Anjirō, a Japanese man deeply interested in Christianity, had shown 
that these people were cultured and sophisticated. On August 15, 1549, a Portuguese ship bearing 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/pope


Francis, the newly baptized Anjirō, and several companions entered the Japanese port of Kagoshima. 
His first letter from Japan, which was to be printed more than 30 times before the end of the century, 
revealed his enthusiasm for the Japanese as, “the best people yet discovered.” He grew conscious of the
need to adapt his methods. His poverty that had so won the Paravas and Malays often repelled the 
Japanese, so he abandoned it for studied display when this was called for. In late 1551, having received 
no mail since his arrival in Japan, Francis decided to return temporarily to India, leaving to the care of 
his companions about 2,000 Christians in five communities.

Back in India, administrative affairs awaited him as the superior of the newly erected Jesuit Province of
the Indies. Meanwhile, he had come to realize that the way to the conversion of Japan lay through 
China; it was to the Chinese that the Japanese looked for wisdom. He never reached China, however. 
On December 3, 1552, Francis died of fever on the island of Sancian (Shangchuan, off the Chinese 

coast) as he attempted to secure entrance to the country, then closed to foreigners.

The areas he evangelized in India have remained Catholic to the present day. Vigorous and prolonged 
persecution in the 17th century did destroy the missions he founded in the Moluccas and Japan but only
after thousands had died as martyrs. Even before his death, Francis Xavier was considered a saint, and 
he has been formally venerated as such by the Catholic church since 1622. In 1927 he was 
named patron of all missions.

Fourth Anglican bishop in a year joins Catholic Church in UK

By Charles Collins

Feb 7, 2022
Managing Editor

The former bishop of Chester, Peter Forster. (Credit: UK Parliament.)   

LEICESTER, United Kingdom — A fourth Anglican bishop in a year has 

been received into the Catholic Church.

It was confirmed by the Church Times – an independent newspaper covering

the Church of England – that the former bishop of Chester, Peter Forster, 

became Catholic last year.

The three other Church of England bishops to become Catholic last year are the former Bishop of Rochester, 

Michael Nazir-Ali; the former Bishop of Ebbsfleet, Jonathon Goodall; and the former Bishop of Burnley, 

John Goddard.

Foster was received into the Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of St. Andrews,  Edinburg in Scotland, 

where he and his wife now reside.

Forster retired from the Diocese of Chester in 2019, having been the longest serving Church of England 



bishop. 

While a Church of England Bishop, Forster served as a member of the English Anglican-Roman Catholic 

Committee. 

However, the Church Times said that Forster was worried about the effect of women bishops on ecumenism.

The bishop was one of 26 Lords Spiritual — Church of England bishops serving in Parliament — serving in 

the UK’s House of Lords from 2001 until his retirement in 2019.

Former Anglican bishop ordained a Catholic priest in London

In addition to the four Church of England bishops, former Church of England priest Gavin Ashenden was 

also received into the Catholic Church in December 2019. Ashenden had been ordained a bishop in the 

Christian Episcopal Church, a breakaway Anglican denomination, in 2017.

Former Queen's chaplain joins Catholic Church
by Ruth Gledhill

Gavin Ashenden shares a moment with Pope Francis Courtesy

of Gavin Ashenden 

A prominent Anglican clergyman and former chaplain to the 

Queen, Gavin Ashenden, has been received into the Catholic 

Church. In an article for The Tablet he explains: "I am awash 

with relief, a sense of fully belonging, and with an unashamed 

sense of the depth, richness and authenticity of the fullness of 

Catholic faith."

He was looking for stability and coherence. "The only ecclesial outfit that does provide that ecclesial glue 

through the Magisterium is the Catholic Church." 



First Mass since Reformation celebrated at Swiss Cathedral

By Hannah Brockhaus

Mar 10, 2022  

The first Catholic Mass in nearly 500 years was celebrated at a cathedral in Geneva, Switzerland, last week 

for the vigil of the First Sunday of Lent.

The last Mass celebrated at St. Pierre Cathedral took place in 1535. After the Reformation, the building was 

taken over by John Calvin’s Reformed Protestant Church, which destroyed the cathedral’s statues and 

paintings, and banned Catholic worship.

The Mass took place on March 5, having been postponed for two years because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Around 1,500 people attended the Mass. The main celebrant was Father Pascal Desthieux, the episcopal 

vicar of Geneva.

During the liturgy, Daniel Pilly, a representative of the Protestant community, asked pardon for historic 

actions against Christian unity.

Father Desthieux said that Geneva’s Catholics were touched by the Protestant community’s invitation to 

celebrate Mass at St. Pierre Cathedral and also asked for forgiveness for “faults against unity”: acts of 

mockery, caricature, or challenge to the Reformed community. Desthieux also underlined the desire to 

“enrich each other with our differences.”

In a letter published on the vicariate’s website in 2020, Desthieux described the cathedral as the “central and 

symbolic location of Geneva’s Christian history.”

Following the Reformation, the cathedral became a location “emblematic of the Calvinist reform,” he said.

John Calvin, the French founder of the branch of Protestantism known as Calvinism, lived in Geneva, and 

https://www.cathedrale-geneve.ch/


the city was a destination for French Protestants forced to flee due to persecution. Saint-Pierre de Genève 

was Calvin’s home church and his chair is displayed next to the cathedral’s pulpit.

The diocese of Geneva was eventually absorbed into the diocese of Lausanne, Geneva, and Fribourg. Today, 

just under 40% of the Swiss population is Catholic.

While acknowledging that the return of Catholic Mass to the cathedral was a cause for rejoicing, Desthieux 

cautioned against “triumphalism,” as well as any language suggesting that Catholics were looking to “take 

over” the building.

“With our Protestant brothers and sisters, who welcome us in their cathedral, we want simply to make a 

strong ecumenical gesture, a sign that we all live together in Geneva,” he said, adding that the Mass was a 

“gesture of hospitality” within the city’s Christian community.

Hollywood Star Mark Wahlberg 
“Being Catholic is the most important thing in my life…     

Mark Wahlberg is a well known Hollywood actor who also has, or at least at one point in time, had 
careers as a movie producer, model, rapper, songwriter, and businessman.

 “Being Catholic is the most important thing in 
my life… All the good things that have happened 
in my life has been because of my faith, it goes 
hand in hand with my reunion with God through 
the Eucharist, if necessary I interrupt the filming, 
but I don't stop going to Mass. It's much more 
important than work.”
- Mark Wahlberg
 

        



This is all I have for you this month. I hope that you find the newsletter interesting.

Don’t forget to visit our website: http://www.knightsofstpeterandstpaul.com/

God bless you in St. Peter and St. Paul.

With every good wish.

Chevalier Peter Paul Portelli
Grand Master 
CKSPP
Melbourne. Australia.  
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