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In Nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus Sancti, Amen.

 

Grand Master’s Message

Fraternal greetings one and all.

I trust you are all well.

We started a new year with an anticipation for a better year than we had in the
last two. We hope and pray that this year will be a good one for the Confraternity, a
promising year with less restrictions so we can continue with our charitable work.

Our annual fundraising barbeque that we used to have in late February, is still out of question but we 
can hope that the festivities in June will go ahead.

We started the new year full of expectations with a new chapter in Brazil and other chapters to be 
confirmed in Eastern Europe. We also have a new Prior in Spain whom I believe will bring success to 
the Confraternity in a country rich in medieval knights history.

Last year we missed the social part of the celebrations of the feast of St. Peter and St. Paul by three 
days before another strict lockdown. We hope that this year, all will turn out well to fully celebrate the 
feast of our patron saints.

I take this opportunity to wish you good health and success in the Confraternity of the Knights of St. 
Peter & St. Paul.

God bless.

Chevalier Peter Paul Portelli

Grand Master 



Grand Chapter of Canada
January 2022 Report

By Chevalier Silvio N. Da Silva 
Grand Prior 

Dear Grand Master,

On behalf of our brothers and sisters in Canada I want to extend our warmest 
greetings and salutations to you and our Confraternity worldwide. I want to also 
reflect on the challenges we have faced over the last couple of years. We have 
weathered a worldwide Pandemic, lost friends, and yet we remain for a reason. 
Yes, we have struggled in uncertain times, and now we move forward as St Peter 
and St Paul did so that we can continue the work that our Lord entrusted us to do.

Activity in Canada was limited with restrictions and the unpredictability, but I 
want to highlight the great example provided by Dame Nada Offak and her 

family who continued to help feed the poor through Mary’s Kitchen. Her undying spirit as a volunteer 
in the program since the inception challenged us to come together to help the Kitchen that is hosted by 
St. Mary’s Parish. During the fund raiser our Knights assisted with set-up, tear down, provided action 
items and raised funds to help keep this kitchen open to the community. 

See below the September 12, 2021 Mary’s Kitchen Outdoor Fund Raiser



 

This January we met to discuss the 2022 activities and committed to continue to support Mary’s 
Kitchen and are trying to find some additional funding for the organizers. We have also committed to 
have an investiture this June will be prepared to shift into a virtual investiture if government restrictions
prevent us from gathering again. We will also attempt to expand into another province since we are 
only in British Columbia and Ontario.  

We look forward to communicating our progress in the coming months.
Yours in Christ.
Chevalier Silvio N. Da Silva – Grand Prior

New Chapter in Brazil 

Chevalier Matheus Meirelles Marquetti

Chevalier Matheus Meirelles Marquetti  is young and energetic to build a
strong chapter in Brazil. He is already making contacts with church 
hierarchy to have the chapter known in Brazil.                                           

 We wish him success.                                                      

                                                                     



History of San Paolo 

The 468 years of the city of São Paulo, the economic and financial heart of the 
Federative Republic of Brazil.

         

On  25  January  2022,  on  a  Tuesday,  the  city  dedicated  to  the  Apostle  Saint  Paul

celebrated its 468 years of existence in great celebration.

The city  was established by a  group of  Jesuit  priests  led by Father

Manuel da Nobrega (photo left) and Saint Joseph of Anchieta (photo

02),  with the aim of  establishing a  college to  catechize  the various

tribes in the region.

In  January  1554,  the  group  of  Jesuits  who  left  the  village  of  São

Vicente, on the coast, and entered the ‘’Serra do Mar’’ with the aim of

expanding the number of  conversions of indigenous peoples,  reached the Piratininga

plateau, performing the first  Holy Mass on January 25, the date commemorating the

conversion of the Apostle Saint Paul, as explained by Saint Joseph of Anchieta in a letter

to the Superior General of the Society of Jesus: 

“On January 25th of the Year of the Lord 1554, we celebrated the first mass, in the very

poor and narrow house, on the day of the conversion of the Apostle Saint Paul. That's

why we dedicate our house to him!’’

On the site of the Holy Mass, a college and a church were established (photo 03) where

until today we can find an exact replica of the pavilion of the time, being one of the

main tourist attractions of the city.

The presence of the Jesuits in the region was well received by the natives, even more so

because in the mission of founding the village there was Cacique Tibiriça (photo 04),

indigenous leader of the Guaianá people, who was baptized by Saint Joseph of Anchieta

and adopted the name Christian of ''Martim Afonso'' in honor of the Governor of the

Captaincy of São Vicente.  Today he rests in the crypt of the Cathedral of São Paulo,

along with other historical figures of Brazil.



Since then, the city of São Paulo has assumed an important role that was recorded in the

history of Brazil, being the place of several political and cultural manifestations. The

most important event was on 07 September 1822, when on the banks of the Ipiranga

River, Prince Dom Pedro declared Brazil's independence from Portugal.

Some curiosities:

1  -  Father  Manuel  de  Nobrega  also  participated  in  the  foundation  of  the  cities  of

Salvador and Saint Sebastian of Rio de Janeiro (Rio de Janeiro), was responsible for

articulating with King John III  of  Portugal  the establishment  of  the first  Diocese in

Brazil. And with great success, he convinced the governor-general of Mem de Sá to

protect the Indians against slavery.

2  –  Saint  Joseph  of  Anchieta  is  one  of  the  most  important  and

beloved  figures  in  the  history  of  Brazil.  In  order  to  facilitate  the

conversion  of  the  natives,  he  became  fluent  in  the  Tupi-Guarani

language,  having,  some  time  later,  published  the  book  “Art  of

Grammar of the Most Spoken Language on the Coast of Brazill”

3 – Cacique Tibiriçá is an ancestor of  Queen

Silvia of Sweden, since her mother came from traditional families

in the region.

  



03 -  Replica of the Jesuit College

New Prior of Spain

Chevalier Pablo J. Carreres Gargallo

In January, the Grand Master appointed Chevalier Chevalier Pablo J. Carreres 
Gargallo as the new Prior for Spain. Chevalier Pablo J. Carreres Gargallo is 
from the historic City of Valencia. The City of El Cid.

I am confident that Chevalier Pablo J. Carreres Gargallo will bring success to 
the Confraternity in Spain. It is anticipated that the chapter of Spain will take 
part in the church ceremonies at the Arciprestal 
Parish of St. Peter and St. Paul in   Ademuz.

                                                                                        



Valencia City of El Cid     

El Cid, also called El Campeador (“the Champion”), byname of Rodrigo 
Díaz de Vivar, (born c. 1043, Vivar, near Burgos, Castile [Spain]—died July 
10, 1099, Valencia), Castilian military leader and national hero. His popular 
name, El Cid (from Spanish Arabic al-sīd, “lord”), dates from his lifetime.

Pictures: Actor Charlton Heston played the role of El Cid                                

Early life

Rodrigo Díaz’s father, Diego Laínez, was a member of the minor nobility 
(infanzones) of Castile and he was brought up at the court of Ferdinand I in 

the household of that king’s eldest son, the future Sancho II of Castile. When Sancho succeeded to the 
Castilian throne (1065), he nominated the 22-year-old Cid as his standard-bearer commander of the 
royal troops. This early promotion to important office suggests that the young Cid had already won a 
reputation for military prowess. In 1067 he accompanied Sancho on a campaign against the important 
Moorish kingdom of Zaragoza and played a leading role in the negotiations that made its king, al-
Muqtadir, a tributary of the Castilian crown.

Ferdinand I, on his death, had partitioned his kingdoms among his various children, leaving Leon to his
second son, Alfonso VI. Sancho began (1067) to make war on the latter with the aim of annexing Leon.
Later legend was to make the Cid a reluctant supporter of Sancho’s aggression, but it is unlikely the 
real Cid had any such scruples. He played a prominent part in Sancho’s successful campaigns against 
Alfonso and so found himself in an awkward situation in 1072, when the childless Sancho was killed 
while besieging Zamora, leaving the dethroned Alfonso as his only possible heir. The new king appears
to have done his best to win the allegiance of Sancho’s most powerful supporter. Though the Cid now 
lost his post as armiger regis to a great magnate, Count García Ordóñez (whose bitter enemy he 
became), and his former influence at court naturally declined, he was allowed to remain there; and, in 
July 1074, probably at Alfonso’s instigation, he married the king’s niece Jimena, daughter of 
the count of Oviedo. He thus became allied by marriage to the ancient royal dynasty of Leon. Very little
is known about Jimena. The couple had one son and two daughters. The son, Diego Rodríguez, was 
killed in battle against the Muslim Almoravid invaders from North Africa, at Consuegra (1097).

Conquest of Valencia of El Cid

The Cid’s first step was to eliminate the 

influence of the counts of Barcelona in 

that area. This was done 

when Berenguer Ramón II was 

humiliatingly defeated at Tébar, 

near Teruel (May 1090). During the 



next years the Cid gradually tightened his control over Valencia and its ruler, al-Qādir, now his 

tributary. His moment of destiny came in October 1092 when the qāḍī (chief magistrate), Ibn Jaḥḥāf, 

with Almoravid political support rebelled and killed al-Qādir. The Cid responded by closely besieging 

the rebel city. The siege lasted for many months; an Almoravid attempt to break it failed miserably 

(December 1093). In May 1094 Ibn Jaḥḥāf at last surrendered, and the Cid finally entered Valencia as 

its conqueror. To facilitate his takeover he characteristically first made a pact with Ibn Jaḥḥāf that led 

the latter to believe that his acts of rebellion and regicide were forgiven; but when the pact had served 

its purpose, the Cid arrested the former qāḍī and ordered him to be burnt alive. The Cid now ruled 

Valencia directly, himself acting as chief magistrate of the Muslims as well as the Christians. 

Nominally he held Valencia for Alfonso VI, but in fact he was its independent ruler in all but name. 

The city’s chief mosque was  Christianized in 1096; a French bishop, Jerome, was appointed to the new

see; and there was a considerable influx of Christian colonists. The Cid’s princely status was 

emphasized when his daughter Cristina married a prince of Aragon, Ramiro, lord of Monzón, and his 

other daughter, María, married Ramón Berenguer III, count of Barcelona. The Cid continued to rule 

Valencia until his death in 1099.

The Cid’s body was taken to Castile and reburied in

the monastery of San Pedro de Cardeña, near Burgos,

where it became the centre of a lively tomb cult. 

El Cid and his wife Jimena Díaz resting place at the

Catholic Cathedral of Saint Mary of Burgos. i

Aftermath

Soon after his death Valencia on May 5, 1102, the

Almoravids occupied Valencia, which was to remain in

Muslim hands until 1238. 

   



Grand Chapter of Melbourne

Memories from the merriment of June 2019. God willing this year we celebrate again.

  

                                                      



Dominican priest killed in Vietnam

Jan. 30, 2022.
Diocese of Kon Tum.
By Kon Tum, 

Father Giuse (Joseph) Trần Ngọc Thanh, O.P., was killed in a 
knife attack on Saturday.
Fr. Trần was attacked Jan. 29 at a mission of Dak Mot, about 40 
miles northwest of Kon Tum. He was hearing confessions before 
the last Mass of the evening.
The Diocese of Kon Tum said he was murdered in his house, and
that a suspect has been arrested.
Fr. Trần was born in 1981 in Ho Chi Minh City, and took his 
religious vows in 2010. He was ordained a priest in 2018. 
A funerary ceremony was held Jan. 30 at the Dominican 
monastery in Kon Tum. 
His interment will be held Jan. 31 at St. Martin Chapel in Biên 
Hòa.
We unite to pray so that Father Guise's soul may soon enjoy the 
glory of God.
So young. So sad.



I hope that you enjoy reading the newsletter. 

I like to thank all the priors who wrote to me to express their joy to hear about the announcement by 

the Deputy Grand Master for the Orthodox Community The Rt. Rev. Dr. Chevalier Archimandrite 

Andrew [Vujisić] that the local Syrian Orthodox Parish Priest, his wife, and some 27 adult parishioners 

are joining the Confraternity of the Knights of St. Peter and St. Paul.  Additionally, new chapters 

[headed by Orthodox clergymen] are now forming in Northern Macedonia, Moldova, and Montenegro 

[with a total of 75 new Knights and Dames].

Keep up the good work.
                                                                                                                   
Yours sincerely in Christ Jesus the Lord.

Chevalier Peter Paul Portelli
Grand Master 
CKSPP       

Picture: Coat of arms of the Grand Master.


	Dear Grand Master,
	New Chapter in Brazil
	Chevalier Matheus Meirelles Marquetti
	We wish him success.
	Pictures: Actor Charlton Heston played the role of El Cid
	Early life

