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In Nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus Sancti, Amen.

 

Grand Master’s Message

Greetings one and all.                                                                     

Blessings of the Lord. 

I trust you are all well in these dark times of the pandemic.

With the intercession of the Virgin Mary, Mother of God and St. Peter and
Paul, God will help us go through it all.

With the grace of God, here in Melbourne, we are doing quite well,
although we must stay vigilant and obey the laws of the State.

The Supreme Council had its first meeting for the year on 27 January to continue with the business of 
the Confraternity and plan our first event on February 28. 

We pray and hope that this trend will continue so we can raise funds for the needy.

We continue to pray for our Members, our families and for the pandemic to be rid from the face of the 
earth.
                                                                                               
God bless you in St. Peter and St. Paul. 

Chevalier Peter Paul Portelli 
Grand Master 
CKSPP 
Melbourne.



 

                                                                                                                
Grand Chapter of Germany

By Chevalier Peter Michael Neuen

Grand Prior

Here in Germany we have a total lockdown. With the exception of supermarkets 
and medical. All other shops and restaurants are closed. 

At home only one non member of the family is allowed to visit and not more 
than two persons from your family.

It is simply indescribable that we cannot maintain any personal contacts, here 
people are slowly becoming depressed.

The government recommends people to work from home and children are not to go to school.



 Every day around 12,000-14,000 people develop the disease and between 600 and

1,400 people die every day.

May our Lord protect you, your family and all members of our Confraternity!!

Chapter of Argentina

By Rev. Deacon Chevalier Ricardo Dib

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Good wishes and greetings.

In union of prayers we are together despite the tremendous distance that 
separates us but united in faithfulness to our Apostolic Catholic principles 
that are always supported by faith in Christ Jesus.

The holy support by the Columns of the Church St. Peter and Paul.

Fraternally yours

Ta’ Pinu Shrine Gozo - Malta 

Our Lady of Ta’ Pinu pray for us

 Pope John Paul II visit Ta’ Pinu Basilica in 1990.            

History of Ta’ Pinu Shrine
The shrine of Ta’ Pinu is very ancient and its origin is 
unknown but the first records of the chapel date back to 
1534. This place of prayer was built by the noble family of 
the Gentili (The Gentile) in devotion to Our Lady of the 
Assumption.

In 1575, the church was closed by Msgr. Pietro Duzina, a 
delegate of Pope Gregory XII, because it was in such a bad 
state. He also gave orders for the shrine to be demolished 
but, according to the legend, the first blow with the pick 
broke the worker’s arm, which was understood as a divine 
message. So, the chapel was saved.



Later on, in 1598, the 
property where this church 
lies was bought by another 
family. This caused the 
changing of its name to Ta’ 
Pinu, meaning “of Philip”, 
after the new procurator Pinu 
(Philip) Gauci, who offered 
money so that the church 
could be restored and 
liturgical services provided. A
new stone altar was then 
erected and the painting of 
the Assumption of Our Lady 
in the altarpiece was made by 
Amadeo Perugino, in 1619.

But the most important episode that made Ta’ Pinu the sanctuary it is today happened in 1883. On the 
22nd of June, Karmela Grima, a strong believer in the Blessed Virgin, heard someone calling her as she
was walking near the chapel. She ran way until she heard it again, this time clearly coming from inside 
the chapel. When Karmela went in, she was asked, by the voice coming from the image of the Blessed 
Virgin, to say three Hail Mary’s prayers in honour of the three days her body had stayed in the tomb 
before Assumption to Heaven.

Some time later, Karmela had to stay sick in bed for more than a year but eventually was cured. Only 
some time after she told one of her friends, Francesco Portelli, the event near Ta’ Pinu. Francesco 
revealed that the same had happened to him and that, in consequence, his mother had been 
miraculously healed. These two events were more than enough for people in Gozo and nearby islands 
to make this site one of pilgrimage to Our Lady of Ta’ Pinu.

After confirmation from the Holy Church that the stories were true, they decided to build a beautiful Ta
´ Pinu Basilica in Romanesque Style, to accommodate the many pilgrims. Construction started in 1920 
and by 1932 the new church opened. In 1990, Pope John Paul II went to Ta’ Pinu church, celebrated 
mass in the forecourt and decorated the image of Our Lady with five golden stars, which represent the 
devotion of the people in the island of Gozo for the blessed Virgin Mary.

   We pray for the Rev. Fr. Dr. Peter DeLeo – Protopresbyter, who is not well.

    Parish of St. Spyridon Russian Orthodox Church in Union with Rome.        

    Puerto Rico.                                                                                         



Treaty of Alliance of Friendship                                                           

  

 Grand Chancellor Chevalier Marco Pirillo - OSMTH

 

Just recently the Confraternity received a request to join an alliance with the “ OSMTH “ Sovereign 
Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem, one of the oldest and largest chivalric orders in the world.

What does this mean? Allies are two or more individuals, organizations, or countries who are working 
together toward the same purpose as a result of a mutual agreement.

The Supreme Council of the Confraternity has agreed to join this kind of friendship to work together 
for the main purpose to help the poor and the sick.

This kind of friendship opens the doors for both organizations to take part together on special 
occasions.

The Confraternity is ready to open up alliances with other respected organizations and Catholic 
churches around the world.

 





Grand Chapter of Malta
Headquarters: “ Dar l-Imnarja “
13  th December Street. Nadur.

By Chevalier Joseph Louis Meilak - Chancellor

January 29, 2021 

Dear Knights, 

I hope that you are all well despite the difficult time we are going through due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

I am sorry that we haven’t met for a long time and we also had to defer the official appointment of 
three new knights. But it’s important that we don’t give up, take courage, and continue our work as best
we can. 

This week I received a letter from Naduri missionary Fr Raymond Portelli. I imagine you know that Fr 
Raymond is currently on our island and is talking a lot about the difficulties he is facing in Peru in the 
fight against COVID-19. 

Although we may not always be able to 
think that way, the truth is that we are very 
lucky to live in a country that has a good, 
established, and accessible health system! 

Friends, it is something immensely 
beautiful if we try to share this luck with 
others. With our generosity we can help Fr 
Raymond in the invaluable work he is 
doing in Peru, and to together continue to 
build a better world for those less fortunate 
than us. 

Along with my partner Chev. Carmel 
Saliba, I will be accepting your donations 
for this purpose until Friday, February 5, so
that we can then present them to Fr 
Raymond before returning to Peru. 

Thank you in advance. Take care of 
yourselves. 

 For donations contact Chev. Carmel Saliba
7905 1610 or Chev. Joseph Louis Meilak 
7955 7681 

 Email: grandchapterofmalta@gmail.com   

mailto:grandchapterofmalta@gmail.com


13 Christians killed every day in the world because of their 
faith

By Monique Agius

January 17, 2021 

Christians march for peace and security in Abuja, Nigeria last year.

Every day, 13 Christians worldwide are killed because of their faith, 12 churches or Christian buildings 

are attacked and 12 Christians are unjustly arrested or imprisoned, while another 5 are abducted.

This is according to the 2021 World Watch List annual report produced by Open Doors, a non-profit 

organization that chronicles persecution against Christians, guides prayers and shows persecuted 

believers that they are not forgotten.

According to this statistic, one in every eight Christians around the world is facing persecution.

The word ‘Christian’ refers to all those who believe in Christ and includes Catholic, Anglican and 

Orthodox.

This year, the top 10 worst persecutors are relatively unchanged. After North Korea is Afghanistan, 

followed by Somalia, Libya, Pakistan, Eritrea, Yemen, Iran, Nigeria and India.

For the first time in six years, Sudan is no longer with the top ten list after abolishing the death penalty 

for apostasy ad guaranteeing freedom of religion in its new Constitution after three decades of Islamic 

Law. Yet, it remains in the thirteenth spot.

An increase in persecution against ChristiansOpen Doors researchers noted that Muslims who convert 

https://cdn.newsbook.com.mt/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/17133753/20210115-13-Christians-killed-every-day-in-the-world-because-of-their-faith.jpeg


to Christianity are still at risk. They face discrimination and attacks from their own family members 

and communities while Christian woman face sexual violence.

India remains in the top 10 for the third year in a row because “it continues to see an increase in 

violence against religious minorities due to government sanctioned Hindu extremism.”

The report says there are 309 million Christians living in places with “very high” or “extreme” levels of

persecution. That’s up 260 million from those accounted for in 2019.

The report also says another 31 million Christians could be added from the 24 nations that fall just 

outside the top 50 – such as Cuba and Sri Lanka.

Covid-19 acting as a catalyst According to the report, coronavirus acted as a catalyst for religious 

persecution through relief discrimination, forced conversions, and as justification for increasing 

surveillance and censorship.

Another factor contributing to persecution of Christians worldwide is the increase of more extremist 

attacks throughout Sub-Saharan Africa, from Nigeria and Cameroon to Burkina Faso, and Mali among 

other countries.

         _____________________________________________________

This is all I have for you this month. I hope that you find the newsletter interesting. 

With every good wish.

Yours sincerely

Peter Paul Portelli                                                     

Grand Master 

CKSPP - Melbourne. Australia.
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