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In Nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus Sancti, Amen.

Grand Master’s Message

Greetings one and all.

Blessings of the Lord.

Although we are still in the midst of the pandemic, in February, we had
some important events.

On February 10, feast of St. Paul’s Shipwreck on Malta, the Grand Chapter
of Malta had an investiture ceremony in our Office in Nadur, Gozo. The
Grand Chapter of Malta also presented a donation to Fr. Dr. Raymond
Portelli a missionary priest in Peru.

On the same day to mark this historic biblical event, the Confraternity signed a Treaty of Friendship 
and Collaboration with the Parish of  St. Spyridon Russian Orthodox Church in union with the Vatican.

Here in Melbourne, the Confraternity had planned our first social get together since the pandemic 
started but was cancelled abruptly because we were forced into a strict lockdown for 5 days. Now we 
are almost back to normal, so we can try to organize a formal Dinner Dance and Mass to commemorate
the Solemnity of St. Peter and Paul at the end of June.

In our prayers we continue to pray for the end of the pandemic and for our sick members and friends of
the Confraternity.

God bless you in St. Peter and Paul.

Chevalier Peter Paul Portelli

Grand Master

Melbourne. Australia



Investiture ceremony of three new knights
By Chevalier Carmel Saliba – Secretary/PRO

Grand Chapter of Malta
Office in Nadur. Gozo.
10 February, 2021.

The Grand Chapter had its investiture ceremony on the feast of St. Paul's 
Shipwreck on Malta.
The investiture was held at the Office of the Confraternity in " Dar l-Imnarja" 
in December 13, Street. Nadur, Gozo.
Because of the pandemic the number of guests were limited to a few people.

The ceremony was presided over by the Chancellor Chevalier Joseph Louis Meilak with the assistance 
of Chevalier Carmel Saliba and Chevalier Eddie Vella.
The candidates Jean Paul Portelli, James Buttigieg and Matthias Mercieca took the oath of a knight to 
serve God and His people.
Certificates were presented to the new knights.
Afterwards a donation was presented to Fr. Dr. Raymond Portelli to aid his mission in Peru.

Group Photo: From left. Chev. Eddie Vella, Chev. Jean Paul Portelli, Chev. Joseph Louis Meilak, Chev. 
Carmel Saliba, Chev. James Buttigieg and Chev. Matthias Mercieca. 



Donation to the mission of St. Martin de Porres in Iquitos, Peru

Grand Chapter of Malta
" Dar l-Imnarja"
Nadur. Gozo.
10 February, 2021.

The Grand Chapter of Malta donated a sum of money to the aid of missionary Fr. Dr. Raymond Portelli
who is currently in Gozo, to his mission in Peru to fight against COVID-19.
Well done to the knights and dames of Malta.

Photo from left: Chev. Joseph 
Louis Meilak - Chancellor, Fr. 
Dr. Raymond Portelli and 
Chev. Carmel Saliba – 
Secretary/PRO.

                             

  



Grand Chapter of Germany

By Chevalier Peter Michael Neuen 

Grand Prior 

 Your Excellency,

Our best wishes to you and all Confreres and Conseurs worldwide.

Here in Germany we have bad times, as I reported last month the social life is 
frozen, no meetings, no restaurants, no cinemas, no museums, absolutely 
nothing.

Only one friend or a member of the family can visit. Our social projects are on 
hold and many business owners are on the brink of bankruptcy.

The government is always putting off easing of the lockdown until the next meeting but the incidence 
values are getting higher every day and there will be no major easing before Easter.

Its like being in a solitary confinement but there's nothing one can do about it.

New Alliance

Fr. Dr. Peter DiLeo – Vulic

Protopresbyter 

The parish of St. Spyridon Russian Orthodox Church in Union with Old 
Rome has been a friend of the Confraternity since September last year.

Every week Fr. Dr. Peter DeLeo sends the Sunday sermon via email.

On the feast of St. Paul’s Shipwreck on Malta, a treaty of friendship was 
signed between His Excellency The Right Rev. Dr. Andrew Vujisić - Rector 

of St. Spyridon Russian Orthodox Church in union with the Vatican and the Confraternity of the 
Knights of St. Peter & St. Paul. 

The aim of the alliance is to continue with our tradition to serve God and His people. 
An agreement that will materialize with the exchange of Christian values and also with physical 
presence at the respective ceremonies.

                                                      

Rector - The Rt. Revd. Dr. Andrew Vujisic  

Archimandrite 





Fr. Douglas Al-Bazi
Friend of the Confraternity

Fr. Douglas Joseph Shimshon Al-Bazi is a Chaldean Catholic Church parish priest who has now been 
placed in Auckland, New Zealand, as the leader of the Chaldean Catholic congregation there.

Father Douglas Al-Bazi saw his church 
blown up in front of him before crazed 
jihadis knocked his teeth out with a 
hammer, broke his nose and back and 
shot him in the leg.

The Christian population of Iraq has 
been decimated from two million in 
2003 to less than 200,000 today.

Father Al-Bazi was captured and 
tortured for nine days by al-Qaeda on 
his way home from a Mass in Iraq in 
2006.

He said: “They destroyed my car, they blew up my church in front of me. I got shot by AK-47 in my 
leg. The bullet is still in my leg. And I was kidnapped for nine days.

“They smash my nose and my teeth by hammer. And they broke one of my back discs.”

Fatrher Al-Bazi was captured by Islamist militants in a planned raid as he made his way to a friend’s 
house after taking Mass in November 2006.

Two cars blocked off the road before gun-
toting jihadis dragged him from his vehicle, 
threw him in the boot and sped off. The 
fighters – who Father Al-Bazi says were 
wearing Iraqi government uniforms and had 
access to state police cars and ambulances – 
then began their campaign of torture as they 
attempted to secure a huge ransom payout 
from the church.

He revealed: “When I arrived they took me 
outside and I found myself on the ground 
with a lot of blood on my face. One of them 
hit me with his knee to my face and back 
and broke my nose. Then they took me 

inside and they brought chains and I spent nine days there in this way.



“My cell was a tiny toilet and my head had to rest in the sink. After the second day they used a hammer
and they started to break my teeth. There was blood in my mouth and when I spat my teeth and blood 
came out. One of them told me ‘don’t be worried, you have a lot of teeth and we have all night’.

“They hit me in my shoulder and my back and they broke one of the discs in my back. At one point 
they said they were going to cut off my head and put the head of a dog in its place then send it to my 
relatives.

“Even now I never go to my bed without being sure there’s a bottle of water near my bed because they 
left me without water for days. They were a horrible nine days.”

Presentation of 1100 Euro’s to Fr. Douglas Youssif Al-Bazi 

On the 29 June, 2015, Fr. Douglas Youssif was a guest of the Parish Basilica of Nadur, in Gozo for the 
Solemnity of St. Peter and Paul. 

At the end of the Pontifical Mass, Chancellor Chevalier Eddie Vella, presented a generous donation of 
1100 Euro's to Fr. Douglas Youssif.

The presentation was made on behalf of the Grand Chapters of Melbourne and the Grand Chapter of 
Malta.

 

              

Fr. Douglas Youssif Al-Bazi is intending to be in Melbourne for the feast of St. Peter and St. Paul in 
June.                                                                                                                                



Feast of the Chair of St. Peter 

Cathedra Petri

22 February.

The Chair of Saint Peter, also known as the Throne of Saint Peter, is a relic conserved in St. Peter's 
Basilica in Vatican City, the sovereign enclave of the Pope inside Rome, Italy. 
The relic is a wooden throne that tradition claims the Apostle Saint Peter, the leader of the Early 
Christians in Rome and first Pope, used as Bishop of Rome. 
The relic is enclosed in a sculpted gilt bronze casing designed by Gian Lorenzo Bernini and executed 
between 1647 and 1653. In 2012, Pope Benedict XVI described the chair as "a symbol of the special 
mission of Peter and his Successors to tend Christ’s flock, keeping it united in faith and in charity."

 

              



    Pope Leo X Bulla of the Knights of St. Peter



In 1471 Pope Paul II conferred the first investitures of "Knights of St. Peter" or “Cavaliere di San 
Pietro”, which was an honorific title conferred by the Holy See. This honorary chivalrous investiture 
from the Holy See is sometimes called the "Speron d’Oro", quite distinct from the Cavalry 

Knighthoods conferred by various Sovereigns.    

More information on our website: http://www.knightsofstpeterandstpaul.com/history.html

Fr. Frank Portelli 

Rector of St. Michael's Cathedral Basilica of Toronto

Friend of the Confraternity

 Congratulation.

Fr. Frank was ordained priest in 2009, has served previously at St. Luke’s Parish 
(Thornhill), and most recently has served Office of Catholic Youth (OCY) as 
Director. 

Recently Fr. Frank was appointed Rector of the Cathedral.                                

This is all I have for you this month.

Thank you all for your likes and shares on Facebook.

Keep up with the good work.

With every good wish.

Chevalier Peter Paul Portelli

Grand Master

CKSPP                                                                           

http://www.knightsofstpeterandstpaul.com/history.html

