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Christmas Message from the Grand Master
Dear Confreres and Friends of the Confraternity
Christmas brings a sense of joy to us Christians, a new beginning, the birth of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. No other celebration brings so much joy,
demands so many preparations than Christmas. There is that feeling
wherever you go, that this is a special time of the year.
Christmas is a time for giving and sharing. The three wise men travelled a
long way to give presents to baby Jesus. We as Christians and as knights and
dames, at this the time of the year should give to those who are less fortunate,
especially the poor.

In the meeting of November, the Supreme Council, decided to donate money to buy a bed in a local
hospital and in Germany, Dame Gabriele presented a donation to the Tafel Bad Dürkheim, € 400 well
done.
May next year will be a better one, where we can raise money to help those in need.
I take this occasion to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Safe New Year.
May the Lord Jesus bestow his blessings on us to continue our mission to serve Him and His people.
Warm regards to all.
Chevalier Peter Paul Portelli
Grand Master

Christmas Message from His Eminence Cardinal Mario Grech
Secretary General of the synod of bishops

Dear friend Peter Paul,
Thanks for your Christmas greeting which I reciprocate to you, your family and the members of your
Confraternity. I invite you to prepare a place for Jesus at your home because He wants to dwell with
you to make you experience the gifts of love, peace and hope. As the Holy Father reminded us this
morning when we met for the traditional Christmas meeting with him, "the birth of Jesus of Nazareth is
the mystery of a birth which reminds us that men, though they must die, are not born in order to die, but
in order to begin”.
I really appreciate all do for the poor and I strongly encourage you to continue to help them. This
morning Pope Francis also underlined that "they alone truly know God who welcome the poor, who
come from below in their misery, yet as such are sent from on high. We cannot see God’s face, but we
can experience it in his turning towards us whenever we show respect for our neighbour, for others who
cry out to us in their need.[5] For the poor, who are the centre of the Gospel".
God bless you
Cardinal Mario Grech

Message from the Deputy Grand Master
Grand Chapter of Melbourne
H.E. Chevalier Vincenzo Galtieri
Dear fellow Knights and Dames, At this time of the year it is important to
be around family and friends enjoying the festive season. I want to wish
you and all your family a very Merry Christmas full of joy and happiness.
May 2021 be a safe and successful year for you all.

Message from the Deputy Grand Master in Europe
Grand Chapter of Portugal
H.E. Professor Chevalier José Manuel Martins Ferreira Coelho (MD, PhD, FACS, HE)
My Dear Grand Master Peter Paul Portelli I wish you a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year, as well as to all your family and the
Knights of the Confraternity of St. Peter's and St. Paul in Australia.
I'm not forgetting, of course, all the Knights in the World. GOD BLESS
US, and help us, in PEACE, LOVE, FAITH and GOOD SENSE,
MISSION.
Once More, My best Wishes to ALL OF YOU.
Yours Sincerely JFC

Message from the Rev. Fr. Antonio Manuel Martins
Chaplain of the Confraternity in Portugal
Dear Confreres and Friends of the Confraternity A few days before
Christmas, we are invited to reflect, to worship silence and joy. This is an
atypical year in which the world is struggling with this pandemic virus.
Everyone will remember this year. Unfortunately, the Pandemic is not the
only scourge we have had to face. Alongside the loss of many confreres,
family, and friends, we have seen many of our families and the people
with whom we work now looking for ways to tackle poverty. We should
highlight the beautiful gestures of solidarity and mutual help.

God's best gift for each one of us and for all humanity is his Son: "a Child was born to us, a son was
given to us" (Is 9,6). Let him be born and reign in our hearts Let us proclaim and announce that He is
our Hope and our Salvation.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2021

Message from Rev. Fr. Francis Xavier Buhagiar PE
Chaplain of the Confraternity in Melbourne.
Reflection

“At Christmas we feel that God is very close to us and very loving towards
us .At the same time we feel a closeness to one another. All this happens
because God’s Son, the Child of Bethlehem, becomes one of us.
The Child Jesus, has brought God near to us , and brought us near one another.
We hear these wonderful words at the Mid-Night Mass “ Jesus you are the
Word made Flesh and Splendor of the Father “
Dear Friends, we have been through a lot of Challenges this year 2020 because of the Pandemic Covid19. A very tiny droplet which cannot be seen with our naked eye, but it has created mountains of
human, social and economic disasters. We came to the realization how fragile our situations can be.

Everything is changing and we have come to realize that we need to have something or someone we
can anchor our hope into.
As I wrote at the beginning of my reflection, God has volunteered to be our anchor through the Child of
Bethlehem in our daily lives, if only we are willing to let him in. Let us fix our Hope into Christ and
cherish the serenity and peace that he gives to those men, women, young people and children of good
will, who welcome him in their hearts.
We all look forward to being able to catch up more often during the coming New Year 2021.
Pope Francis recalls the 150thanniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal
Church . To mark this very special occasion he has proclaimed a YEAR OF STAINT JOSEPH “ from
8th December 2020 to 8th December 2021. I would like to print this prayer of Saint Joseph . As you pray
daily this prayer , please remember all the Doctors, Nurses and Care Givers who answered the call to
serve the sick and the dying during this pandemic.
YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH
(8.12.2020 to 8.12.2021)
Hail ,Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only son;
In you Mary placed her trust;
With you, Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a Father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage ,
And defend us from every evil. Amen.
I wish you all, dear friends a Peace-Filled Christmas and a Blessed New Year 2021 .

Greetings from Melbourne
Chevalier Claudio and Dame Connie Domma
Melbourne
We would like to wish all the Members of the Confraternity a Holy Christmas and we
pray 2021 will bring peace to the world, good health and happiness.

Greetings from Germany
By Chevalier Peter M Neuen
Grand Prior
I wish all members of our honorable Confraternity a peaceful, reflective
and blessed Christmas.
May our heavenly Lord hold his hand over you protectively in the
"New Year 2021"!
I pray that the corona pandemic will let us out of its clutches and that
we will soon be able to return
to our normal life without restrictions.
With hearty brotherly greetings.
DONATION FOR THE "TAFEL BAD DÜRKHEIM"
On Wednesday, December 9th, 2020, Conseur Gabriele presented to the chairman of the "Tafel Bad
Dürkheim", Mr. Grill,
with a donation of € 400 from our donation campaign. This this a meaningful and worshipful
institution,which is only supported
by the tireless efforts of volunteers and private or company donors and supports the needy with food.
Many thanks especially to
Confrere Jörg-Peter! We will continue to support the "Tafel Bad Dürkheim".

Greetings from Malta
By Chevalier Carmel Saliba
Secretary/PRO.
Grand Master H. E. Chevalier Peter Paul Portelli
I congratulate a Happy and Peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year
2021 to You and your wife Dame Mary and all Confreres and Friends of
the Confraternity.
This year in Malta we will miss the Yearly Special Dinner during the
Festive Season because of the Covid-19 situation and to Keep Safe as far
as possible.
May I hope that by the vaccine together with abiding with the guidelines
ordered by the health authorities our normal daily life will be enjoyed
again soon.
Best wishes.

Greetings from Argentina
By Deacon Ricardo Dib
Dear Grand Master and confreres of the confraternity of Saint Peter and Saint
Paul:
I sincerely appreciate the good wishes sent on the occasion of the upcoming
traditional Christmas and New Year holidays.
I repay them the same ones that I extend to their respective families, hoping that
this Christmas renewal will encourage and stimulate us to implore the Lord for
his mercy on this scourge of the pandemic that is affecting the entire planet so
much.
With my prayer, imploring the blessings of the Lord through the intercession of the Holy Family.

Chevalier Charles Coleiro and Dame Virginia Coleiro
Malta
We wish you all a healthy and safe Christmas,
Hopefully all this covid will come to an end soon so life will go back to normal.
May God bless you and your family.
Thanks for your newsletter
Stay safe.

Greetings from Portugal
Chevalier Paulo Martinho
My Grand Master,
Hope all fine, here goes my Christmas greetings from Portugal:
During this time of faith and family, may the true meaning of Christmas fill
you with joy. Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.

Greetings from New Zealand
By Chevalier Nick Pacey
Best wishes to all knights and Ladies in the Confraternity. Let us hope that 2021
brings better health for our world. I was reminded recently that hope is a
theological virtue. Our supreme hope is that of eternal salvation. Faith, hope and
charity. A good remedy in any crisis.

Greetings from Puerto Rico
By The Rt. Rev. Dr. Archimandrite Andrew (Vujisić)
St. Spyridon Russian Orthodox Church in Union with Old Rome
Trujillo Alto, Puerto Rico

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone forth to the world the
light of wisdom!
For by it, those who worshiped the stars were taught by a star to
adore Thee the Sun of Righteousness
and to know Thee, the Orient from on high O Lord, glory to Thee!

Receive our heartfelt greetings on the Feast of the Incarnation of
our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ.

In the inspiring words of St. Gregory the Theologian [Oration 38—Irmos of Ode 1 of the Nativity
Canon]:

Christ is born, glorify Him.
Christ from heaven, go out to meet Him.
Christ on earth; be ye exalted.
Sing unto the Lord all the earth;
and that I may join both in one word,
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad,
for Him Who is of heaven and then of earth.
Christ in the flesh, rejoice with trembling and with joy;
with trembling because of your sins, with joy because of your hope.
Who does not worship Him That is from the beginning?
Who does not glorify Him That is the Last?

May Christ our true God,
Who was born in a cave and lay in a manger for our salvation,
through the intercessions of His most pure, immaculate, and all-holy Mother,
be mysteriously born in our hearts today
that we may have “life, and… have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).

With prayerful wishes for God’s help in the New Year and with love in the Christ-Child,

8 December Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Queen of Portugal
By Chevalier José Manuel dos Santos Maia
Prior of Portugal

On December 8, the day of the Immaculate Conception is celebrated,
evoking the virtue of the Virgin Mary who was conceived without a mark
of sin and is therefore immaculate.
It was after the Restoration of Independence, on December 1, 1640, with
D. João IV, that there was a great impulse in devotion to the Lady of Conception throughout the
country.
On March 25, 1646, King João IV organized a solemn ceremony in Vila Viçosa to thank N. Sr.ª for the
restoration of independence from Spain. He went to the church of Senhora da Conceição, offered the
portuguese crown to Our Lady, placing it at his feet, proclaimed her Patroness Portugal. The act of
proclamation extended to the whole country with the people celebrating, in the streets, singing songs of
joy.
Thus became Our Lady the true Sovereign of Portugal, so since this day, no other king portuguese wore
the royal crown on his head, right that came to belong only to Our Lady. In solemn ceremonies, the
crown was placed on top of a cushion, next to the king. An extraordinary and unique fact in the world.
In 1648, D. João IV had gold and silver medals minted that ran as a coin in honor of the Patroness of
Portugal, having in reverse the image of Our Lady of Conception crowned with seven stars over the
globe and the half-moon, having to the sides the sun, the mirror, the house of gold, the ark of the
covenant, the port and the fountain sealed with the legend C: Tutelaris Regni. It was even with two of

these gold coins that the King paid, that year, the promised tribute to the Shrine of Our Lady of Vila
Viçosa.

Other kings, his successors, continued the tradition of this cult of homage to Our Lady, case of D. João
V, in 1717, which recommends to all churches the annual celebration with pomp and solemnity of the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception, while D.João VI issues a decree creating the Military Order of
Our Lady of Conception of Vila Viçosa and the Head of the Order (main place) in His Royal Chapel.
There is a great annual pilgrimage to the Sanctuary of Vila Viçosa that is celebrated every year on
December 8, the day of the Immaculate Conception, Patroness of Portugal. Pope John Paul II visited
this Shrine during his first visit to Portugal on May 14, 1982.

I conclude this Special Christmas Edition of the newsletter to wish you all a Very Merry and Holy
Christmas and a Happy New Year Covid free.
God bless you all.

Chevalier Peter Paul Portelli
Grand Master
CKSPP

