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In Nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus Sancti, Amen. 

Grand Master’s Message                                                             

Dear Confrères and Friends of the Confraternity

Fraternal greetings one and all.

I trust you are all well.

Usually this is a quiet period for the Confraternity till we start planning for the
celebration of the feast of 2023, in the new year. This doesn’t mean that everything stops, the Supreme 
Council meets every month and fundraising will continue during the year.

The next fundraising for the Grand Chapter of Melbourne is a Lunch on Sunday 2 October, 2022 and 
the Grand Chapter of Malta is having a BBQ in early September.

The work of the Confraternity is always ongoing, we are always on the lookout to find prospective 
candidates to join our respected institution.

It is important to say that not all the requests that we receive are accepted in the Confraternity, some of 
them are not even worthy to be considered for discussion by the Supreme Council. So they are rejected 
instantly.

I believe that we are on the right track with the aim to serve God and His people. Our cooperation with 
the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church in Union with Rome is growing and we should 
be pleased with that.

May the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, in whose power and authority we have confidence, intercede 
on our behalf to the Lord. (Amen)
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Rebecca Ruby Vas    
By Dame Gail Vas
Secretary / Grand Councillor
Supreme Council of the Confraternity                                        

On behalf Chev Sydney Vas and myself, our sincere and heartfelt thanks 
to all for your prayers and condolences for the loss of Mum. 
A special thanks to members who attended my Mum's Funeral service 
and the flowers.

God Bless

Rebecca Ruby Vas

Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne
St Patrick’s Centre

     I hope this email finds you well. Thank you for your email informing 
Archbishop Peter of Celebration of the life of Rebecca Vas, if there is an 
opportunity to pass on Archbishop Peter deepest condolences to Chevalier 
Vas and Dame Vas and to assure them of Archbishop Peter ongoing prayers.
                                             
Yours in Christ,
Amy Wilson
Acting Executive Assistant to the Archbishop

                                              

His Grace Archbishop Peter A Comensoli       
             

Our Catholic Missions overseas

The Confraternity of the Knights of St. Peter & St. Paul supports the Catholic 
missions of Chevalier Fr. Joseph Sikwese in Malawi – Africa, the mission of 
Bishop Giovanni Cefai in Arequipa - Peru and the mission of Fr. Raymond Portelli 
MD. of Iquitos - Peru                                                                                                   

 
 Chevalier Fr. Joseph Sikwese - Malawi                   



Bishop Giovanni Cefai                                                         Fr. Raymond Portelli MD

 

  



Does everything happen for a reason? Divine Providence or a 
coincidence?

How Sts. Peter and Paul in their ‘way’ connected the Confraternity and the Croatian Catholic 
Community of Clifton Hill

Author: Dame Suzana Fantov 

The short answer is “Yes”; because God is all-knowing, there are no events 
that occur outside of his control. God's reasoning may be hidden from us, but 
we can be sure that His omniscient nature is behind every event.

We see this in many ways, that everything happens for a reason: causality, the 
doctrine of original sin, and God's providence. These factors show us that 
everything happens for a reason and not by mere chance or happenstance.

When we do anything, we are making an investment of either body or our soul. We will reap what we 
have sown, and the amount that we have invested.

As Catholics we believe that when we walk with the Holy Spirit and ‘sow’ that same Spirit we will 
have a spiritual renewal. If his sowing was bountiful, the harvest will be bountiful, if not in this life, 
certainly in the life to come. However, those who ‘sow’ in the body will reap no blessing from the 
Lord, both in this life and in the life to come.

Following on from this we have what is called 
the providence of God. We understand that God 
works silently and unnoticeably through the 
world to direct events. He does this through this 
providence, and accomplishes his purpose in 
natural methods within the physical and social 
universe. Every effect can be traced back to a 
natural cause and there is no hint of anything 
miraculous. It is because we cannot explain this 
that we say that it is a ‘coincidence’.

We believe that God arranges coincidences in 
our lives. However, those who do not believe in 
God or the fullness of the Catholic faith say that 
these natural events can occur without any 
reference to God. Nevertheless, we are 
convinced of this deep truth, as St. Paul says in 
his Epistle to the Romans: "We know that all 
things work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to his 
purpose" (Romans 8:28).



The events that define our lives are not simply the results of natural causes or chance. God has ordained
them and they are intended for our good. We often do not feel God's hidden guidance or protection as 
events unfold in our lives. No, when we look back on past events, we can see His hand more clearly, 
even in times of tragedy.

How is the Catholic community of St. Nikola Tavelic (the first Croatian saint) connected with the 
confraternity of the Knights of St. Peter and Paul, through many mutual events over the years.

Here are some interesting facts that you may not know:

- The church of St. Nikola Tavelic in Clifton Hill was dedicated on June 29, 1979, the solemnity of St. 
Peter and Paul, under whose guidance the Confraternity is placed.
- The windows that used to be located above that altar were stained glass, decorated with the images of 
these two saints - the images of St. Peter and Paul (unfortunately, the only preserved photograph is this 
black and white one, but on which the symbols of these saints can still be recognized).
- This year, in which the church of St. Nikola Tavelic celebrates 60 years since the blessing of the 
church, the parish is also enriched with a new friendship that we believe will result in numerous 
collaborations - the friendship with the Confraternity of the Knights of St. Peter and Paul, whose ranks 
now proudly include new members from the Croatian Catholic community, some of whom belong to 
this very parish of Clifton Hill.



Grand Chapter of Germany
By HE Chevalier Peter M Neuen
Deputy Grand Master in Europe

Chancellor Dame Gabriele and I visited our beautiful church
in Deidesheim, to light a candle and prayer for our late 
friend Greg and for peace in the world. 
I wish you and all Confreres and Conseurs of our 
Confraternity all the best and pray for peace in the World.

                   

  Church of Deidesheim 

Chapter of Argentina
Chevalier Ricardo Dib
Prior 

Our Hearts United in Prayer for Monsignor Rolando Alvarez, Diocese
of Matagalpa, Nicaragua.
God and our Mother protect the Catholic Church in the whole world.

Nicaragua: Ortega Orders House Arrest of
Critical Bishop
August 6, 2022

 
Nicaragua’s Bishop Rolando Alvarez asked the Nicaraguan police to leave him in peace

https://havanatimes.org/news/nicaragua-ortega-orders-house-arrest-of-critical-bishop/


Álvarez is bishop of the Diocese of Matagalpa and one of the most critical voices in the Nicaraguan 
Catholic hierarchy. His sermons frequently lambast human rights violations, religious persecution, and 
abuses of power.



Faith Communicator: Called to Serve, Chosen to Communicate

By: Chev. Adrian B. Tambuyat
Grand Chapter of the Philippines 

It was late in the evening in November last year, I remember, when I saw on social 
media about an announcement from the Vatican that eventually would mark a 
turning point in my life of mission. The Holy See’s Dicastery for Communication 
was looking for 16 young communicators across the globe, who would join its 
project, “Faith Communication in the Digital World, 2022.”
The aim of the project is to equip communication professionals with the 
foundations of Faith-based communications and a practical application through the 
digital means. While at that time, I felt that chances of getting selected would bell 
the cat, yet my instinct just pushed me to make an attempt. After fulfilling the 
requirements and screening processes, I got an email from the Dicastery for 
Communication, few days before Christmas Eve, and in an unprecedented news, I 

was chosen to be part of the project!
I never thought of having this blessing, as it will not benefit myself alone, but also the
communities and people I serve through Institutions I work and volunteer for. The training-
project involves theoretical foundations of Faith communications, an intensified face-to-face
training in Rome for a week, and a practicum in a chosen Institution. Since February of the
present year, the participants were able to join a series of online classes that are facilitated by
various communication professionals.
By the end of May, participants travelled from across the globe to the eternal city for their
residential week. I admit that I am overwhelmed at that time, but is filled with so much
excitement and joy as I travel from Manila to Rome for 19 hours, to finally meet my co-
participants for the first time and cherish the moments of study, prayer and encounter with our mentors 
and the Vatican’s communication officials.
We stayed at a lodging house along Via Paolo VI, just across St. Peter’s square, what I thought
to be inconceivable, was already at hand. The landscape I only see on the media, has been a
normal view from my window, and as participants of a Holy See-sponsored project, we were
granted the privilege to access some areas inside the Vatican City-state that are restricted to the public.
On our second day in Rome, we were scheduled to attend the general audience of His Holiness, that 
time, the papal visit in the Philippines suddenly flashed in my memories. I remember lining up along 
the streets of Manila, stayed at the national park for 12 hours under the heavy rains, just to have a 
glimpse of the Pope and receive his blessings.
While we were informed of our itinerary ahead of time, no one from our mentors told us of a
possible encounter with the Pope. As the general audience ended, I was a bit observant when a papal 
security (perhaps, a Swiss guard in a non-regalia uniform) signaled our mentor-official
from the Dicastery, and surprisingly, the fence that separates the audiences from His Holiness were 
opened for us, and we were ushered to line up going to the papal platform, along with select religious 
and diplomats.
Who would have thought that after seven years, I would have the privilege to meet him closely in an 
unexpected manner, I was truly elated by his gentle and fatherly presence. I was supposed to say 
something and ask a colleague to translate them in Spanish or Italian, but when it was our turn to talk to
the Pope, I got goosebumps and simply uttered “Santo Padre, ruega por nosotros en las islas Filipinas, y
por mi familia y amigos,” (Holy Father, please pray for the Philippine Islands, for my family and 



friends,). I was on cloud nine that moment, my time seemed to stop, the Holy Father gave me direct eye
contact, carefully listened to each word I delivered, to which he nodded over me.
All of us in the training-project, I believe, would treasure that encounter forever. We went on
further trainings the following days, got the chance to meet the first and only-layperson in the
Roman Curia, Dr. Paolo Ruffini, the Prefect of the Dicastery for Communication, and have
visited the four major Basilicas, churches and institutions where communication is much needed.
Despite of exhausting moments I had in our training, my personal difficulties at home, I felt the 
security of being prayed for by the successor of Peter the Rock, “on whose office, the Church is built 
by Christ.” The lessons I learned and will continue to learn from this project, moved me to reflect the 
struggles of thousands of Filipino immigrants who are forced to flee abroad to provide for their families
at home, it reminded me of my companions who brawl against ecological injustices to bring the 
message of Laudato Si&#39; to life, it made me remember a handful of sacrifices which my friends in 
social communications ministries had to undertake to fulfill our duties to new evangelization.
Currently, me and my co-trainees are working on special tasks for our practicum, and in pursuing this 
project with the Dicastery, I feel the sense of serenity as a Knight of Saints Peter and Paul, and it truly 
reminds me of the vows I pronounced as a Knight. May this chosen vocation in social communications 
ministry, help me Communicate the Faith that serves the poor, the sick and the needy.

  



Birthplace of the Prince St. Peter 
Presented by Chevalier Francis Haggerty

FOUND: A 1,500-year-old Mosaic found with a prayer to ‘the chief 
and commander of the heavenly apostles’ suggests a town in 
northern Israel is the lost biblical city of Bethsaida - which was the 
disciple's childhood home
Archeologists excavating the ruins of a 1st-century church in northern 
Israel uncovered a mosaic with an inscription in ancient Greek
The team translated the text to discover it is a prayer to Peter the 
Apostle, which suggests the church was built to commemorate his home
in what was the city of Bethsaida
The dedication is a prayer for intercession to ‘the chief and 
commander of the heavenly apostles’ 

By STACY LIBERATORE FOR DAILYMAIL.COM

PUBLISHED:18 August 2022 

Hidden inscriptions on a mosaic found in what is called the ‘Church of the Apostles’ are believed to 
provide solid evidence that what is now el-Araj in northern Israel is the lost biblical city of Bethsaida 
where Peter the Apostle was born.

Written in ancient Greek, the dedication is a prayer for intercession to ‘the chief and commander of the 
heavenly apostles’ and because Peter was the first of Jesus’ followers, he is known as the group’s 
leader. 

The mosaic was first uncovered in 2021 when archaeologists were excavating the Byzantine era 
church, but it was shielded by layers of silt that took time to carefully remove.

Not only is the discovery outstanding, but it could lay to rest a longtime argument about whether
Peter was born in Bethsaida and Capernaum - both of which are mentioned in the bible as his potential 
birthplace.

The inscription forms part of a larger mosaic floor in the church's diaconion (sacristy) that is partly 
decorated with floral patterns and is framed with a round medallion made of two lines of black tesserae.

Archaeologists have long argued over the location of St. Peter’s birthplace, as it has been split between 
Bethsaida and Capernaum, which is also located on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee, but on the 
western side – Bethsaida is on the east.

This is because the bible is inconsistent when discussing where Peter and Andrew lived.

In John 1:44 of the bible it reads: ‘Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida.’

However, then the holy book states Jesus first met Peter and Andrew in Capernaum (shown in Matthew
4:13) and this suggests that is where the brothers may have lived.



Steven Notley, an archaeologists with Nyack College in New York, said in a statement: ‘This discovery
is our strongest indicator that Peter had a special association with the basilica, and it was likely 
dedicated to him.

‘Since Byzantine Christian tradition routinely identified Peter's home in Bethsaida, and not in 
Capernaum as is often thought today, it seems likely that the basilica commemorates his house.’

The ruins of the church also fit the account of Saint Willibald, a native of England and the Bavarian 
bishop of Eichstaett, who visited the area around 725 AD during a pilgrimage and said that a church at 
Bethsaida had been built on the site of Peter and Andrew's home.

He reported: 'And thence they went to Bethsaida, the residence of Peter and Andrew, where there is 
now a church on the site of their house.'

    

The inscription forms part of a larger mosaic floor in the church's diaconion (sacristy) that is partly 
decorated with floral patterns and is framed with a round medallion made of two lines of black 
tesserae                                                                                

According to Willibald, Bethsaida lays between the biblical sites of Capernaum and Kursi.

Mordechai Aviam, lead archaeologists of the excavation, said in a statement: ‘One of the goals of this 
dig was to check whether we have at the site a layer from the 1st century, which will allow us to 
suggest a better candidate for the identification of Biblical Bethsaida. Not only did we find significant 
remains from this period, but we also found this important church and the monastery around it.



It is believed the church was destroyed by an earthquake in 749 A.D. and was mysteriously 'buried' by 
the seismic event, Haaretz reports.

And from then, the Church of the Apostles was lost and eventually forgotten.

   

                                                   

 

The mosaic was first discovered in 2021 (pictured), but it was under layers of dirt that the team had to 
slowly remove in 
order to not destroy 
the stunning artifact.
                                    
The mosaic was found
during the excavation 
of a church (pictured) 
that experts say was 
built in the spot of 
Peter's home 

                        
         



Notley and Aviam, however, believe the mosaic floor could be the proof they need to convince the 
world that the Byzantine structure is indeed what was mentioned by Saint Willibald.
Christians recognize Saint Peter, originally a fisherman, as one of the first followers of Jesus and the 
leader of the early Church following the ascension.

He was born Simon Peter and grew up to be a fisherman until he met Jesus, who he abandoned his 
home to follow.

Peter is well-known for cutting the ear off a Roman soldier who attempted to arrest Jesus by the orders 
of Pontius Pilate

Pilate was the fifth governor of the Roman province of Judaea, serving from 26 AD to about 37 AD.

Although Peter was the first Apostle, Luke 22:54-62 details the story of how he denied knowing Jesus 
after the crucifixion – and he did so three times.

Peter his death as having occurred in Rome during the reign of the emperor Nero in 64 CE. According 
to tradition, St. Peter was crucified upside down because he felt unworthy to die in the same manner as 
Jesus Christ.

        

 

  

                                 
Modern church over St Peter’s house at Capernaum (© Tom Callinan / Seetheholyland.net)                   

That’s all I have for you this month.

I hope that you find it interesting.
With every good wish.
Chevalier Peter Paul Portelli
Grand Master
CKSPP
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